
U.S. Office

425.289.8487
P.O. Box 796, Ferndale, WA 98248
Email: jim@thurston.cl

Chile Office

360.450.4010
Casilla 207-11
Santiago, ChileThurston Report      JUly 2017

SUMMER VERSE
“And hope does not put us to shame, because 
God’s love has been poured out into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to 
us.” Romans 5:5

Center receives
beds and mattresses
In our previous newsletter, we shared 
about ministering in a drug and rehabili-
tation center in Calera de Tango which is 
about 40 minutes south of where we live. 
Since that time we were invited to minis-
ter in another city called San Sabastian. 
This center has 27 men and two women. 
We had lunch with them at their residence 
which is an old converted movie theater.

After lunch, we went to the local plaza 
with a PA system and musical instruments. 
As the musical group started to play, 
people living around the plaza began to 
approach us. Once a good size group gath-
ered around, some of the center men gave 
their testimony of Christ’s transformation 
in their lives. At the end of the message, 
people came forward to receive Christ and 
to receive prayer for needs they had.

We are excited to report that five people 
received Christ as their personal Lord and 
Savior. The next day, after seeing some 
of centers needs, we donated three beds, 
sheets, blankets and 11 mattresses. Some 
of the men had been sleeping on hard 
floors and they were happy to receive the 
well-needed mattresses and coverings.

former students visit
Pastor Pablo Duque and his wife Yamilet 
came back to visit Chile. They were some 
of my former students when I taught mis-
sion classes in a local Bible Institute back 
in the 80’s. During one of my classes, God 
touched both of their lives and soon after, 
they went to the US to start a church in 
Los Angeles, California. It was wonderful 
to see them again and hear how God is 
using them.

Our Grandaughter 
Sarai learns to bake
Sally spent some time making cupcakes 
and decorating them with our grand-
daughter Sarai. Sarai is learning to bake 
at an early age and loves spending time 
with grandma.

Preaching at church
Speaking at our church is always a joy. 
That Sunday we had about 45 in atten-
dance and we also had worship from a 
special musical group.

TV Studio volunteer
visits 33 years later
An old friend from the late 80’s, Marcelo 
Olivares, came with the musical group
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Jim Thurston, Recipient of the Chilean National Merit Ministry Service Award

Some of our church members spending 
time with each other while eating some 
of the cupcakes Sally and Sarai made.



Visiting Washington 
state this september
We are traveling to Washington State 
on a mini furlough and will be arriving in 
Bellingham September 27, 2017. We will 
be in the Washington area through Jan-
uary 16, 2018. We would love to connect 
with you when we are there. If you are 
interested in having us visit you, please 
let us know. We are also believing in the 
Lord that we will be able to raise the 
necessary funds to purchase our plane 
tickets.Tv studio volunteer visits 33 years later
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that sang in our church. He was a volun-
teer who built the scenery for our sets. It 
was a surprise visit after 33 years.

Marcelo and I were able to reminisce on 
the work God had done back then with 
the ministry. I was able to share with him 
of the impact and life-changing trans-
formations that God is doing now in the 
ministry.

When I first met him, he was a new 
believer when he came to volunteer 
at the studio. His talents and skills for 
designing and building the background 
scenery for all of our videos was such a 
needed help.

Nowadays, Marcelo visits churches and 
participates in outdoor events with the 
musical group, singing and sharing his 
testimony. It’s a joy to see him mature in 
his faith.

prayer requests
Sally asks for prayer for her daugh-
ter Michelle who just had major 
surgery and is now in recovery.

We are looking forward to visiting 
many of you while on furlough. 
Please begin to pray for doors you 
can open for us to speak and share 
the ministry.

There have been several faithful 
ministry donors that have gone 
home to be with the Lord in the 
last couple of months. We continue 
to pray for their families during 
this time.

We are still in need to continue 
raising additional monthly financial 
support for our ministry. Monthly 
giving has decreased over the years 
and we are praying for an increase 
during this time of need.

New project: We are conducting 
a study on “How religious educa-
tion in the Chile school system is 
changing.”  This will provide us 
with key data and information on 
what religious audiovisual mate-
rials we need to develop for the 
Chilean school curriculum.

Thank you for supporting our ministry 
in Chile. Please keep us in your prayers 
as we continue to be a beacon of hope, 
and a source of strength to those that 
we reach and to those that we provide 
encouragement and blessing that are 
hurting and struggling.

Your partnership through prayer and fi-
nancial support is a tremendous blessing. 
Thank you for partnering with us in this 
tremendous opportunity of compassion 
and spiritual care.

Thank you for caring and sharing. 

With love,

thank you!

Integrity Ministries is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization. Your donations to the Thurston’s missionary work in Chile are tax-deductible. 

new Open Doors
We had the opportunity to meet with 
Mayor Juan Rosas from the Pedro 
Aguirre Cerda municipality, one of the 
largest in Santiago. We have been trying 
to connect with this municipality for 
several years and it was such a blessing 
for God to open this door. He received 
Christ last week so please keep him in 
your prayers.

Graduation time
Steve’s children are growing up quickly. 
Jordan just graduated from college with 
a Bachelor of Business Administration 
in Organizational Behavior and Human 
Resource Management degree, and Josh-
ua just finished his first year of college. 
Sofia Isabela is turning 3 this month and 
she is learning Spanish and ASL sign 
language.


